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PREFACE. 


n Piſtles Dedicatory are we- 


ry much in Faſhion, and 

may be properly compared 

fo the Prologue of a Play, or 
that common Ceremony we uſe 
to introduce a Stranger into new 
Acquaintance. Bus theſe few 
Sheets become @: bold Intruder 
into thy Hands, without the 
QOmbrage or Influence of a Pa- 
tron, or any other than it s own 
Apology in this Preface 5 and 
yet, neither for want of ſome 
. worthy Receiver, that would 
make 4 Figure in its Front; nor 

, through Tenorance of ſo uſual 
A 2 and 
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and advantageous an Intro- 
duGFion, but rather for a fair 
Experiment of its Fortune. As 
_ it #ouches upon various things, 
fo it will come into various 
Hands, and it muſt take its 
chance. Al that can be ſaid 
for_it, to encourage thy peru- 
fal, is, Firſt, That Brevity 
and 4 good Subjed, are the beſt 
Inducements now adays, either 
to buy or read Books, ſince the 
\ Tues of the Preſs, have heen ſo 
rumerows' and bulky, that it 
diſcourageth People from read.- 
ing any, when it ſeems ſo endleſs 
« Tack, toread all; and, Se- 


condly, That it is the Fruit of 


s good Intention, and 4 down- 


right honeſt Mind. 


OMA R , \\v8:; 
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Of Mens Behaviour, in Ge- 
neral, in —_ of Reli- 
Lion. 


" He Belief of #God, and 
| the conſequential Du- 


ol of his Worlbip, 

 urideniably' be 
ſtiPd ths: healivew Profe(li- 
on (or -Pretence-at leaſt) of 
the Chriſtian World ; bit the 
different Opinions of - Men'a- 
bout the latter, are no leſs 
confusd, . than the _ various 
Conjet ares of the Heathensa- 
bout the former were, Thoſe 
devout Zealots, though clad in 
Ignorance, by the: Light' of 
TO, did ' infer that there 
A 3 was 
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was a ſummun bonum, a Some- 


what, from which they did de- 


dance their borrowed Accom- : 


pliſhmentsz and to which, 
Reaſon, Gratitude, Fear and 
Neceſlity, and the ImperfeRi- 
on of Humane Nature, did 
dire& their Submiſſion aud 
Adoration. In queſt of this were 
their acuteſt Judgments incffec- 
Gually buſie, their Religion 
Expenſive, thinking it Devoti- 
on to beſtow their. choiceſt 
Treaſures on that Fountain; to 
which they aſeribd. the Spring 


of all, withour the leaſt Par- 


tiality to themſelves; and we 
(a wiſer Generation than 
they) with all our Revela- 
tions of the true Deity, and 
the more immediate DireQtion 


of his Providence, eftabliſh's 


and confirm'd in the true No- 
tions of Divinity, and ay” 
te 
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ted into the Arcane cel, not- 
withſtanding all theſe Advan- 
tages and Encouragmerits, are 

| much more frugal in our 
| cheaper *Sacrifices 3 10 that wes pal, 51, 
; run.counter to our own Reg- 17- 
' fon; and by comparing paſt 

' Ages with the preſent, may 

| plainly ſee, that the better 

| we underftand Religion, the 

| Jeſs we mind it, making aur 

| Acquaintance with Heaven, 

| an occaſion of too great a 

| familiarity with it, and that: 

| familiarity as great an Occaſi» 

; on of diſregard, when it was 

{| the deſign of the Divine 
Goodneſs, to create in us by 

| ſuch Diſcoveries a more in- 
tenſe. Zeal whereas our ads» 
vanced Underſtandings, are 
through our own Depravities, 
but Inſtances of advancd Im- 


piety. 


A 4. With 
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With' the Navy of- che Ro- | 
mar Empefour © (as it were) 
we bulie- our ſelves 'in Col-* 


leting 'Cockle-Shells ; or (to 


-uſea more modern Simile; fince 
'Profeſſion fo much, and' 
PraGice fo little,) like that of 


Lewis the XIV. which threat- 


ned a Nation, and ſcarce ruin'd 


»..z 


a Village we bufie' our 
ſelves with Trifles, ' and 'neg-' 
le& Matters of © greater im-' 
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portance. - We continual 
find ſomewhat to do, that di- 


verts us from what we ſhould ;* 
and we - a& as if the diffe-' 


rences of our Opimons, 
were Diſpenſations for the 


neglet of common Duties. 


We a& as if Salvation de- 


pended upon the Denomina- 
tion of our Profeſſion, and 
like Soldiers when Liſted, 
conclude, from the Inle.we 


bear, 
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bear,” that we are ſo; as if 
the one was immediately in- 
ſpir'd with Religion and Ver- 
| tue, 'and the other with Cou - 
! rage and Vigour. Even they 
| would be willingly thought 
| of the reputed beſt Religion, 
| that Profeſs none. at all, and 
| will,” perhaps, learn to give a 
| Reaſon for it, though they ne- 
| ver convince themſelves z em- 
bracing the Shadow , whilſt 
the more valuable Subſtance 
paſſeth from them ; a Curioſi- 
ty that does no more Entitle 
a Man to bear the Character 
of a good Chriſtian, than the 
moſt compleat Library does 
an Ignorant Peaſant to that 
of- a Scholar. So that were 
there a Meſlenger ſent outte 
find a Religious and truly Vir- 
tuous Perſon, I fear (not to be 
Partial). he would return with 
A 5 a 
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a Vix eſt inventws, as he did 
with a Nox eff, who went 
upon ſuch an Errand, to ſeek 
for a Wiſe one, and loſt his 
Labour. 
And fince Virtue is fo di- 
ſtemperd, and Religion fo 
ſick, Chriſtianity muſt needs 


decay, and linger away 1ncu- 


rably, notwithftanding all the 
Antidotes that the' Spiritual 


DoQors apply, if the gene- 


rality of Mankind do not 
joyn-in the Remedy ; and 
by .a ſpeedy Reformation, 
ſtrengthen that Maſs of Re- 
ligion 3 which, like that of 
the Blood, has been fo long 
impair'd and robb'd of its pro- 
per Suſtenance-and Aliment. 
Diſſentions are $eds''of Sa- 


tan's ſowing , which- buſie | 


Mankind about thats which 
not worth their labour, or 
at 
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| Tares while the Husbandmen ** 


at leaſt the negleQ of greater 
Concerns 3 but by thoſe he 
deſigns to overſpread the 
good Corn, like the Enemy 
in the Goſpel, who ſow Math. 13» 


llept. 
What then but the Pra- 
aice of Common Duties, 
muſt (without the leaſt delay) 
begin the Reformation of this 
Irreligions Age? ſince by the 
diſcontinuance -of Vertue a- 
monglſt us, not only ſmalb 
Impieties have crept into 
our Boſoms, but the mon- 
ſtrous Hydra of Atheiſm, has 
receiv'd Birth from: this filthy 
Chaos; a Sin which the Devil. 
himſelf is not guilty of, ſince : 
we are told he believes and a et 
trembles;. a Sin that is not to 
be repreſented ſo- black as it 
ts, -and which. can proceed. 
FH | from 
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from' no other: Mother; thai 


the negle&t of - Pious and 
Virtuous Behaviour, and the 
diffolute 'PraCtice of Common 
Vices, which is the height of 


Irreligion. By Auch a. diſco- } 


very of our Univerſal Er- 
ror, no Judgment is ſo weak 
but may infer its Duty; and 
Men, that are'in their Senſes, 
and allow themſelves a mo- 
ment of Time for Thought, 
muſt needs believe, that tl! 
ſuch a Reformation, they are 
as irreconcileable to any Reli- 
gion, as, in Truth, they are 
to their own- Good; for 
their Judgments are as de- 
pravd as their Inclinations, 
their Diviſions encreasd'- by 
the multiplication of their 
Sins, whilſt Religion” ſeem- 
mgly encreaſes, till there be no 
ſuch thing at all. -- 'This being 
. every 


every individual Perſon's Con- - 

cern-among us all, I muſt. beg 

the Readers Attention (not 

to be thought impertinent. ) 

| whilſtT, as briefly as is poſſible: 
Preſcribe - theſe - Three Rules. 

to' common Obſervation. 


[ Let Men, in general, Pra- 
Aiſe ſo much of Religion as 
they know. 


H. Let them improve that 
Knowledge. 


HI. Let them PraGtiſe that 
Improvement. 


xt. Let Men PraGtiſe ſo much 
of Rehgion as they know. 
That Man was made a Ra- + 
tional Creature, admiis of no 
more Diſpute than_ his firſt 


Creation 3 and the End of that 
0 Noble 
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' Noble Accompliſhment was, 
the proper uſe of it. This 
uſe, as I obſzrvd before, the 
very Heathens had in ſome 
meaſure, as we may ſee by 
him, who in his Poetical De- 


ſcription of the Creation, ſays 


of Man, 
Os homini ſublime dedit, ce- 


Iumg; tueri 
Fuſſit, & ereffos ad fydera 


tollere vultue, 


Such a ſtrange influence had 
the very Dictates of Nature 
upon them, - that their dark 
Underſtandings were ſo much 
in the Light, as to convince 
them of a Supreme Being : 
Which Natural Imprefbion 
Sin has, with a long Siege, 
been endeavouring ever fince 
totally to-eraſe;, inſomuch that 

it 
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it has influenc'd - ſome ad- 
vanc'd Underſtandings, even 
with the Artillery of artificial 
Reaſon miſapply'd, and ill 
' drawn Notions from well 
/ meant Philoſophy, to ſtifle. 
ſuch Suggeſtions as Phantaſti- 

' cal, Hence tis, that, now a 
| days, ſome require a Mathe- 
matical Proof for Matters of 
Faith, and crave leave to ſu- 
ſpend their Belief, til! they 
have a Demonſtration for it 
\- in Exclid, Thus we may ſee, 
* . that, ſince our Bleſſed Saviour 
<3 has enlightned the dark Cor- 
ners of the Earth by his com- 
ing, inſtead of improving in 
Religion, we have, to our E- 
ternal Prejudice, declin'd, and 
loſt*that innate Propenſity to 
believe its Principles which 
our Fore-Fathers diſfcover'd, 


through all the Clouds of 
| their 
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their + greateſt Ignorance. al- 
 tho' now they are: ſo viſible to 


every; Eye, that no Man can 
plead. any ,other than a wilful 
Ipnorance,' in' Matters of to 


great concern, and that relate. 


to ſuch Eternal Benefit. No 
Education can be now fo 


barren, as to. exclude the 


Knowledge of theſe things 
fromany ones Apprehenfion. 
Common Society and Cu- 
ſtoms of Men and Places, 
muſt needs acquaint the leaſt 
ſollicitous Perſon in theſe Mat- 
ters, with enough in{truction 
to-make uſe of it ; though I 
muſt needs ſay too, that even 
they, -who have been carefully 
1ltruted; in the Elements of 
Reltgion, Jay them by, as they 
do their Play-things, when 
they grow up, and their Ca- 
techiſm 1s /tize 11 ft thing they 

Icarn 
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learn;tofay,' but the(laſt 'they* 
underſtand, fo:as to Practiſe 
it, The Proviſion of the 
Charch, - is grown in theſe 
Matters mto ai thing of faſhion 
more'/than uſe 3 and the Sure- 
ties of Children, now-a-days;” 
think their Daties diſcharg'd,in' 


giving a formal Bleſling, and a 


Froken © of -their AfﬀeCtions, 
inſtead of better Inſtruction. 
He then that would be a good 
Man, muſt begin-to'bea Child, 
and commit his Catechiſm to 
Prattice as well as Memory 3 
and ' by - this Rule "muſt he- 
ſquare "his Life and AQions, 
ſo will it enforce the Perfor- 
mance of Common Duties 3 
which the leaſt Acquaintance 
with, ought to commence the 
Praftice of. ef #6 
.- The Conſideration of the- 
uncertainty of Man's Life, -the 


(21A mil- 


_ The Rule of Behaviour. ex" 7 


oY o A 
i | T 
__ $ 
- 
an 
« 


The Rule of Behaviour. 
miſ-employment of time paſts || 
his Sins. of Commiſkon and 
Omiſlion 5 the Opportunities 
which be has frequently paf'd 
by of doing well; in all thefe 


_  Undertakings will ſupport and. 


Rom. 14. 


encourage bim. The delire 
of greater Knowledge and 
farther inſight into the Depth 
and Myſtcries of Religion, 
with the Decifion of nice 
Seruples about Superficial 
things, muſt not be the Sub- 
je& of ſo tender an Under» © 
ſftanding;z and! he muſt not 
cavyet \ Underſtanding ſo much, 
as to forfeit by it the Pra- 
Aice of what he ſufficiently 
knows 3 far that requires no 
reſpite from Execution, which 
1s to9: requifite ra be deferrd 
a Moment. Thus for Inftance, 
he muſt not omit his Prayers, 
whether the Fruit of hisown 
Lips, 


|| ties. of Religion perform. in 
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|. Lips, or of anothers Pen, till 
| he can be rightly informd, 
which is moſteligible 3 for it 1s 
in his Power, to make either 
acceptable, ſince: the Inclina- 
| tion of the Heart is the beſt 
Rhetorick at the Throne. of 
Grace. The Sabbath muſt be | 
| ſtriffly obſervd, and the-Du- 4 


the * Houſe.of God, wherelo- + fc. ;. 
ever his Honour dwelleth, 2» 5- | 
In ſhort, ho muſt avoid the 50,072" 
noiſe of Opinions, as he Difionary 
would a venomous Scorpion, 12%" that 
til he be regular in  Gaod 
Works; and ſo much of Re- 
Iigion be put in PraCtice, as 
may juitly Entitle him to the 
Character. of a good Manz 
and then be is m the moſt 

roper Method, to obtain a 

olid and ſound Judgment; for 


the Fear of God is ſaid to be prov. I. 7» 


the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the beginning of Wiſdom, and 


therefore Men ought firſt to 
Practiſe ſo much of Religion 


- as they know. And then, 


23, Let them Improve that 
Knowledge.” - [7-10 1 
- As the Fear of God is the 


beginning of Wiſdom, fo is it | 
_ too the Path to its PerfeQion 3 


nor cani'a Man attain ito an 
increaſe of true Knowledpgeiin 


Religious Matters, without 


the Condudt of this Fear 3 the 
way- to it is ſo intricate, that 
*tis a thouſand to one but he 
loofeth his way,” who like'a 
bold and giddy-pated Tra- 
veller, proceeds without his 
Guide, The way to improve 
in Knowledge, is not to de- 
cline in PraQice, and the 
Good Man is the only Wiſe 
one; nor muſt the Infant- 


| Chriſtian, . who is a PraGiſer of 


good 
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| good Works, ever think:1t 
time to leaye them off, | They 
are Ornaments to the Wile Prov 1: 5+ | 
as well as the Simple, nor does * ” 
the meanneſs of the one's Ca- 
pacity, . cauſe them to ſuffer 
by..his:Patronage, or the Per- 
feftion of: the; others, add a 
Ray to their own Luſtre ; 
but their values are intrinſick, 
and they ſupport themſelves 
by their innate worth 3 ,as the 
ſame Djamond ſet in Gold or 
Silver, - differs little , in the 
Price, {ince'its own Value de- 
naminates ; the, Worth. He 
then that, ,would ,improve, in 
Religious Oeconomy , _. muſt 
at like a wiſe Builder, 1n, re- 
building an ill contriv'd, il] 
convement Houſe, who Pro- 
jets.all- deliberately. and frue 
gally, before he pulls down 
the old one, that ſo he may 

neither 
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neither repent afterwards of | . 


— What he has done, through 
_ _ heedleſmeſs or haſte, nor pur 
himſelf tomore Expence than 
needs, by imprudent-manage- 
ment. Thus muft not a Man 
raſhly quit the Opinion he is 
now of, to admit a worſe, but 
upon good Grounds, - wiſe 
Reaſons, deliberate Thought, 
impartial Judgment, ought 
he to make an Exchange. 
There are ſo many Irregula- 
rities committed, in this 
Change 'of Perſwaſion that 
the rarety of a Regular 
Improvement, occaſions a 
general Diſguſt at — | 
it ſelf, and what is Prai 
worthy. 
The very Word Conver- 
ſeen is grown an opprobrious 
Part of Speech, from the a- | 


buſe of it, when it is ſo glo. 
rious 
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rions a thing, that it occaſi- 

| -ons Joy in) Heaven at that of Luke 15: | 

2 Sinner. -inthe Times of” 

to ye Intereſt was its Rulez 

A ince that has been re- 

trenchd, the World has 

added other Methods of 

ill  PraQtice to it. One | 

Man concludes from the ull 4 
| 


Life+bF ſuch a Clergy-man, 
. that the does not certainly 
believe what the Preaches; 
and draws an Inference to 
himſelf, That, ſince he 1s the 
Wiſer 'Man of the too, and 
onght to know beſt the ſtate 
of things, he will do hence- 
forth as he does, to be ſure, 
not as he ſays; or at leaſt, if 
he does not go ſo far, deferts 
- his 'Flock, and herds among 
| thoſe of another kind, till: he 

diſcovers perhaps the like or 

worſe.Another,upon ſomeother 
bs | Trivial 
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Trivial and [Temporal Diſguſt, | 
withdraws. to. a: Conyehticle, | 
| _ and isangry'too withthe-Do- | 
| &rine forthe'fake of the Preq- 
cher ; and to.execute his Ma- 
lice (it may be all he can) he 
_deducts one from-his Congre- 
gation," 'and: makes, his Relji- 
gion: the Method of; his' Re- 
venge:;, Another, | like _ the 
Fiction. of; Eraſarms, hanging 
| :betweeti Heaven'and+-«Hel, 
.  dependsin;Eleqion.of ,bigRe- 
£P"-4 14-ligion; (without: an; Intent per- 
| haps of -Determination,- choe- 
-fing - rather ta. be ſuſpected | 
-Hypooritical- on all;;;; fides, | * 
through ſuch! indiffexency, 
- than to:bear the good, Cha- 
rater of. well: grounded, agd 
 -ſteddy Opinzonsz a Behaviour 
| that 1s! Exemplary to -none, 
| :but;'; relliſheth / of . that ll 
: grounded. Security of .., ha- 
WEE ving 
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ving Two Strings to his 


Theſe, and the like Miſcar- 
riages, have contracted ſuch 
an Odium, upon a change of 
Mind, that the World is ſhy 
of believing a Man in the 
- | wrong, and honeſtly con- 
- | vincd! of the Right, though 
> | Humanum eft errare, is a Mot- 
- | to written upon our very 
, | Nature, with indelible Cha- 
. | ractersz and the ſeverity of 

this Cenfure, makes many 

_ Perſons willingly acquieſce in 
|| the ſuſpicion of their own Te- 
| "nents, rather than be better in- 
form'd, and run the hazard of ci 
being reputed Knaves. But ſ 
notwithſtanding all this, it is 
every Mans Intereſt, to eſta- 
bliſh his Sentiments upon the 
fareſt Foundations; and to 
that End, Charity obliges e- 
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very one to acknowledge 
that there are ſome Perſons of 
Integrity of all Perſwaſions 
by Converſation with whom, 
a Man may either find Argu- 
ments to confirm and ſtreng- 
then his own Opinion, or elſe 
improve it to a better. But | 
he muſt be ſure to ad the. 

Wiſe Judge, ' who never re- | 
ſolves in Matters of great 
Importance, till all is heard 'J 
and - well digeſted on both 

ſides; and when the Caſe is | 
once well underſtood, then 1s 
it a good Foundation, to ſup- | 
port a Judgment. . 

There is another ſort of ' 

Converſation too, which oc- | 
cafioned that ſaying, Nunquant 
minus ſolus quam cum ſolus. 
I mean Books: The choice J 
ought to be of the reputed 
beſt, by the direftion of ſome 
true | 
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true Friend,. otherwiſe he will 
lanch ' out- into an Ocean of 
Confuſion, and will find thoſe 
that ſavour more of Rancour 
than Religion 3 and therefore 


it requires caution, not to be. 


ſtung by the Bee, in ſeeking 
, for its Honey, Theſe Letts 
and Hindrances in. ſo great 


and weighty a Concern, muſt. 
be avoided, as& Pilot would 


Rocks, or there 1s no getting 
into a ſafe Harbour; and 


without the Conduct of a p,,..s. :4 


good Friend; the Paſlage ap- 


pears very dangerous; but, 


if ſuch an one cannot be 
found, rather than make 
an 11] choice, let him rely 
upon his own diſcretion, 
and the afſliſtance of God, 
who is beſt able to afliſt 
him, and ſupply him with 
 Direions, if he cordially 

| B 2 
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ask it, and will afhſt effecty- 

Wy all that put their truſt in 
mM. | | 


w——T# certa Salutis 
Anchora, tu ſlatio tuti placi- 
diſſima portits. 


$o therefore let Men improve 
in Knowledge, and when 
they are ſovimprovd,, my 
farther Exhortations are, That 
they would 


3ly. PraQtice that Improve- 
ment. 


As the Fear of God is the 
beginning of Wiſdom, and 
the dire& way to attain it, 
fo is it roo its very Perfecti- 
on; and a good Chriſtian 
will not think himſelf over- 
burthen'd, though he has ac- 

| quir'd 
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it'd greater Knowledge, 
than he had at his firſt ap- 
proaches to Religion, if he 
does not diminiſh his Practice, 
for Knowledge is {till but ſub- 
ſervient to it. It is not ſuf- 

1 ficient for him, with Sifphur, 

5 to have rowld the Stone to the 
very top of the Hill, and let it 
g0 again, for then his Labour 

T isMm vain; and-is not unlike 

| - thoſe Ambitious Spirits, who 
clirab high upon the Pinnacles 
of Honour, -to no. other Pur- 
poſe, than to fall from a grea- 
ter Precipice, of whom the 
Poet ſpeaks, 


Hunc infida- fides populi nune 4 
tollere gandens 


uos placiturs, nunc precipitt: 
/ ay; frm lapſe 
Suſpen/um tenet. 


R. 3; But 
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But as a Man 1mproves -1n 
Wiſdom, let him take fure 


footing in it, ſuch as may be. 
able to ſupport his Improve-. 


ment. 
When he is fo advanc'd; 


he is beyond the Atmoſphere 


of Humane DiſtraQtions ; the 
Effe&ts of Animoſities and 
Diſlentions make no Imprel- 
ſton on him, but .jn their 
approaches to him, burſt -10 


the Air, like Bombs ſhot- 


ten by an unskilful Engi- 
neer. He maintains his Poſt, 
as ſure as the Sun does his 
Diurnal Courſe, and the reſt 
of the regular Luminaries of 
Heavenz whereas thole that 
take not this Method, are 
but like Meteors, blown a- 
bout by the Wind, which 
play their momentary Pranks 
in the Airz and then with 
Prect- 


| 


ee 
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Precipitation fall to the Earth, 
from whence they receiv'd 
their Vaporous Suſtenance 5 
or like  ſurprizing Comets 
which Preſage their own 
_ Change. an ; 

The nobleſt Accomphſh- Jam. s. 3: 
ments therefore, that Humane 
| Nature 1s capable of, though 
 i1mprovd to the greateſt de- 
 gree of Perfection, are but 

better Qualifications than or- 
dinary, to render a man the 
more compleat Chriſtians 
and from ſuch a one God ex- 
pes a more exact manage- 
ment of his Talents, which 
were beſtow'd for the Glory 
of their Donor. 

To lee the baleſt Vices, 
and the beſt Underſtanding, 
profound Learning and Wit- 
dom, and common Folly and 
Indiſcretion, go (ſhares toge- 

B 4 -'. her 
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ther in one Body and Soul, 
| would extort this ſaying, more 


, properly apply'd, from any 
| one, | 


| | R » 
j Ingenium Galbe male habi- 
| | fat. NS 


7K That fo good a Gueſt has but | 
| an ill Lodging, fince the De- |. 
| formity of Vice is much | 
' more odious than that of . | 
the Body. For theſe Bleffings | 
are not beſtowd only for 
Temporat Ornaments and 
Utes, though they are al- 
| low'd to exert themſelves up- 
on ſuch Occaſions, as are | 
bounded and circumſcrib'd by 
Morality and Religion; but 
(>... the Firſt Fruits are payable at 
the Gates of the Temple; 
nor can that Debt be- too 
punCually or Javiſhly dif- 
. charg'd. 
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| chargd. A man cannot err 


on- the Right Hand, by mak- 


| ing too Religious a uſe of his 


Underſtanding and Know- 
ledgez but he may eaſily 
tranſgreſs on the Left, and 


either diſuſe or abuſe it in 


worldly Aﬀairs. Thus, as in 


the State Military, the beſt 


Offices are beſtow'd upon ſuch. 


2s are moſt eminent in the 
Diſcipline of War; not that 


they only ſhould live more. 


ſplendidly, and luxuriouſly 
than the reſt; but as a Re- 
ward for the Service that 


the King and Country, who 


employs them, expects from 


them; ſo is It 1n the Civil 


State of all Mankind, where 
ſome men are diſtinguiſh'd 
from others, by better Parts 
and Underſtanding ; not that 
they {ould value themſelves 
B 5 UPON 


- 


! 
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| nefaQtor, to whom they owe 
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upon itz and expect a Perſo- 
nal eſteem to their digniti d 
ſelves only, but that they 
ſhould ſerve their great Be- 


thele Endowments, by ' a 
more diſcreet and exemplary 
management than ordinary of 
their Talents, to his more 1m- | 
mediate Service and _ Glory. 

Let a mans Improvement } 
then, not only be Notional, 
but Practical ; let him, by 
how many degrees he advan» 
ces in Knowledge, under. 
{tand, that he has fo much 
the more to put 1n Practice; | 
aad be ſure never to pro- | 
ceed in the one, but that he | 
endeavour to keep pace with 
it 11 the other; and ſuch a 
dil;genr Guard upon himſclt, 
will admit of no furprize, 
irom the, iJoſtile Evils that 
are 
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are continually obvious to Hu- 
mane ACtions. His Judgment 
will be permanent and folid 3 
his Reſolutions fix'd and ſted- 
dy 3 his Opinions well groun- 
ded, and not given to change. Fob. 4- :4- | 
His God being always be- 
fore his Eyes; the Vanity 
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of Pride and Sclt-eſteem will 
vaniſh; his: Secular Intereſt 


will be Eclipsd, when op- 
posd to an Eternal one, and 
his Improvements ſtill more 
cogent to Perfe&tion, when 
he ſees, that after all is done, 
he deſerves no better a Name, 
than that of an * profitable» r:t. 7. * 
Servant, This is the Method ** 
of arriving at the greateſt 
Pertection in Religion, that 
Humane Nature is capable ot; 
this is the Mark, that the 
truly Wife man aims to hit, 
this is the only Bed of Ho- 
nour, 
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nour, the compleat Chriſtian 
takes his reſt on 3 and he that 
{ does fo, need not fear, 
ll though the Earth ſhake, and 
| the Hills be thrown into the 
bottom of the Sea3 though 
men fall together by the Ears, 
about that which they neither 
value nor underſtand ; for he 
math. 21, bas ſet himſelf upon a * Stone 
F the Builders rejected, and that 
will become the Head Stone 
1n the Corner, 


Of the Behaviour of Spiritual 
Men, in reſpe# of Reli. 


gion, 


He variety of Opini- 
ons in matters of Re- 
ligion, owe probably their 
Production to no very mean 
Capacities ( or at leaſt that 
are fo in the eſteem of their 
Retainers) 
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{ Retainers) and there ts never 

/ wanting a Succeſſion of them, 

| who, for the ſame Reafons, 
! maintain them . as they were 
at firſt broach'd : Theſe &- 

| ther Reſolve not to be in 
| the wrong, and make Reſo- 
Jution ſupply the Place of 
Reaſon; or: elſe take ſuch 
methods to vindicate and 
promote their DodGrines, as 
do inlarge the Breach, and en- 
creaſe their Quarrels : They. 
ſpare neither Ink nor Paper 
to ſupport their Cauſe, and 
are continually pelting, tho' 
to as little Purpoſe as a Sea 
Engagement at a League's 
diſtance, where there 1s much 
Smoke and more Noile, 
and leſs Execution, when a : Tiz.s. s: 
cloſe Fight, would in-a few 
Hours determine the Victo-. 


iy, Moſt of them argue 
like 
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like raw young Diſputants 
in our Univerlity-Schools ; as 
if they would not have their 
Arguments at an End; 
whereas the faireſt play is to 
haſten to Conclufion, L £ 
'If theſe Champions of | 
Truth would diſpute it Face 
to Face, methinks it would 
be the more compendious 
way; and this would not 
engage the reſt of Mankind 
in thoſe Diſputes, which 
properly belong to themſelves 
to decide; for | there 1s a 
double Obligation cn them, 
to ground their Opinions 
well, and to prove 'em, ſince 
the generality of the Laity, 
are [o blind as to fojlow them, 
like Jeres fatui, right or 
wrong, and are guided more 
by Chance than Diſcretion. 
But they ( like Avrijtotle's 


% "4 
) 
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Cotnmeniators) have taken 
voluminous pains to. little 
purpoſe, and may not im- 
properly be ſaid, Bonas ho- 
ras mal: collocare, The truth 
1s, 'the Cloak has a little An- 
tipathy-to the Gown3: which 
too often prevents even a 
common Converſation 3 but 
it would be happy, if the 
difference of Opinion would 
not be the Cauſe of Alienati- 
on in * Aﬀedctions, ſince the « : john: 4. 
very Caſualties of Converſe, ** 
may ſometimes - prove - more 
ctte&ually Convincing, than 
formal Argumentationz like 

the immethodical daſh of 

the Painrer's Pencil, which pics 
prov'd a lively Repreſentation 
of the Horſe's Foam 3 which 
before he in vain attempted 
by the Rudiments of © Art, 
But betides, in Oral Diſputes, 
here 


TOY 
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here is this to be ſaid, that 
probably, when Men do pro- 
dire in arenam, draw out to 
Battle, they will be more in 
earneſt, and better armd, 
than when they are Pic- 
keering at one another at a | 
diſtance, and never hazard a | 
total Defeat. I 


Two things I ſhall Pre- 
miſe as Rules and Qualificati- 
ons for regular Reaſoning, 


I. To Diſpute without Pal 
fion. 


II. To be convinc'd by the 
Concluſion. 


1. To Diſpute without Paf- 

ſion. 
An Eye lels pierctog than 
that of Lyncexs, may diſcern 
3n 
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{in Humane Nature, a pro- 
! penſity to Paſſion; for it 


does not love to be croſs 


| and yield to things that go 
! contrary to its Inclinations 5 
/ and ſometimes by a long ha- 
! bit of Mind, and ſuch ftrong 
! oppoſition as it meets with in 
{ the. World, it is aggravated 
! to ſuch a Degree, that it 
| changes its Name of Anger 


for that of Madneſs. 
Hence it is plain, that if a 
Man would make uſe of his 


* Reaſon, he muſt be ſure to * rot. 6: 


abandon Paſſion, its utter E- ** 
nemy, that is to Men, as 
Tempeſts are to Ships, which 


hurry them whereſoever th 


pleaſe 3 and what the Poet 


| ſays of ſomewhat elſe, is pat 
. to this Purpoſe, 
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ls 

No# bene conveniunt nec in|} \ 
- una ſede morantur, c 
| 

Truth 1s ſo radiant of it ſelf, Þ 1 


that it need not fetch Lu- | 
ſtre from .the Calumny of, F 
another, and flipging Dirt 
upon an Error, tends not to } 
its own Ornament, The Fire 
of Contumely will not burn 
up any Falſhood ; but ſerves 
only to. make the Spirit of 
the Maintainer ſo much the + 
more'. to boil over, and | 
proves like Oil thrown up- 
on the Flame, which increa- 
ſes inſtead of extinguiſhing 
It. 

As an uttering ſome Truths 
to an Enemy, brings an O- 
dium to the Speaker, ſo the 
Obloquy of the Speaker brin 
an Odium upon every Truth. 
Smooth 


7; 


Ee . 
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Smooth Stones are moſt like- 
* ly to overthrow the Goliah 


of Hereſie it ſelf, and the: 
Razor cuts not the ſharper 


z for its rough Edge. 


Arguments ded uced from 


| a virulent Tongue, are no 
{ other Weapons than every 
| Zantippe, every Scolding Wo- 
| man can afford, wiz. The « $a, 17; 


Sword of the Tougue, and the ©” 


{ Arrows of bitter V'Vords. Nay, 


though an Adverſary be Scur- 


wrillous, 'tis the moſt Com- 


pendious way to bring him 


|} over, by the Courtſhip of 
{ fair Language; and to invite 
} a Man of a ſerene Temper, 
# to a cloſer embrace of what 


he holds, is to urge againſt 
him no ſtronger Arguments 


than thoſe of * Paſhion and + rrov. 14: 


29, 


ill Language. 
What 
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What St. Ambroſe has de- 
liverd, may be rightly ſaid} 
of a hot Diſputant, Quem 
won poteſs veritate, lacerat 
conviciis, By Attention with 
ſerenity to ſober Diſcourſe, 
and not oppoſing Reviling 
to Reaſoning, a Man may 
in time ſee, that to be Er- 
roneous, which before he 
thought not ſoz and what 
ſhame is it, with St. Auguſtine, 
to live to write the Retra- 
Qations of his Junior years, ors 
to confate himiclf? | 
Let every Man therefore | 

in Diſpute Conſider, that ſo 
much as there is of Paſſion, Þ 
ſo much there is of nothing | 
a-=in to the Purpoſe; when, (as 
one very well obſerves) Rea- 
ſon, like a bad Hound, 
ſpends upon a falſe Scent; 
and forſakes the Queſtion 
ſtarted. 


le-Sſtarted. He then may juſt- 
1d Bly be deem'd to want the Pa- 
|| tronage of good Arguments, 
ar | who pleads by a multiplicity 
3 of Words, and they unſavory 
e, | too. 
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g In ſhort, if the Hands of Pie ſoftin.; 
y | Argument will not do, 'tis gw wn 


. | . 4, 
r- © in vain to endeavour to 


e | hold up the Ship of Truth, '* »<= 


tf by the Teeth of Ran-. 
COUr. | 


The Second Rule is to be 
| convincd by the Conclu- 
Z vo LD | 
Tis a monſtrous Abſurd 
| ty, to be ſo poſitive in an 
{ Opinion, or rather Reſoluti- 
| on (for ſo it 1s no longer ) 
to perſiſt in obſtinacy, when 
it is a demonſtrated Error. 
Such an  Abſurdity and Sin, 
that deſerves a worſe Appel- 
. lation 


— - 
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Br-ve de Her. and its Puniſhment too, 


comburend. 
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lation than that of Hereſie, 
And 
the only Argument | that can 
be thought of for ſuch a Per- 
ſon, is Argumentum.baculinum, 
For what can be thought of} 
mean or bad enough for him} 
that .pretends to Reaſon, and | 
then diſowns 1t ? ; 


Quem non perſnadebis etiam-F 


ſs perſuaſeris. q 
The World is big with. Ex-| 


amples of theſe, or elſe 1 
might be very well thought} 
Impertinent, to argue againſt 
that which 1s 1n it ſelf ſo Odi- } 
ous and Ridiculous, and ſo} 
contrary to Humane Conſti- Þ 
tution, that it does totally | 
Un-man the Rational Crea- | 
ture, Theſe ſort of Perſons | 
are a very Contradi&tion to |} 
themſelves; and may with as} 
good | 
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| good Grounds perſitt in an 


Opinion of their own Non- 
exiſtence, Whereas the Man 
that rightly infgrms his Un- 
derſtanding, and Diſputes for 


q no other Ends, than ſearching 
! Truth from the very bottom ; 
| by a due uſe of that Noble 


E Attribute, improves his Knows 
| ledge regularly, ard Eſta- 


{ bliſheth his Sentiments upon 
| ſuch ſure and laſting Founda- 
! tions, as Entitle_ him to the 

haracter of a Wile and tru- 
ly Religious Perſon, and ren- 


ders his Behaviour worthy of 
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all Imitation. Such a * Man de- + ; ver. 5. 3; 


| ſerves the Character of Integri- 


ty, that deſires others to believe 
no more, than what he does, 


| andfor noleſs viſible and appa- 
| rent Reaſons; but he that 
| will perhiſt 17, Or feign an O- 
3 pinion, to retain a crowd of _ 


Followers, 
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Followers, that ignorantly re. 
ly upon, or truſt to his bet- 
ter Judgment, to gain their 
Profit and Applauſe, in the 
Eyes of the diſcerning World,] 
is baſe and impious. Such an 
one flings that Ray of Divi- 
nity, in the Face of its Donor, 
and' makes it his choice to be 
a Brute : It does not come 
ſhort of Deifying a Mans 
felf, to make his own Will, 
the Law of Senſe and Rea- 
fon, and Infallibility it ſelf. 

— What ſhall I ſay, but that 
ſuch are Mad-men, and their * 
Followers ſo too; or guilty | 
of the moſt extreme Folly, | 
who deduce the Rule of | 
their Religion, from the | 
Contradiction of another's 
Underſtanding. The belt 
way to ſingle out theſe Men, | 
from the Herd of People, is | 


at 
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ref at the Touch Stone of | 
etl * Reaſon, where if they {#77 
elf could once be brought, 
heſl their Vizards would be ta- 
dl ken off, and the + Wolves ta. 7: 
an diſcoverd, that walk about 
'-F in . Sheeps Clothing; the 
Tr, | Reproach of Man-kind, their. 
bel own Shame., and the De- 
ey {truction of others. 
Sj Errors in the very Fandia- 
mentals of Religion, not ſo 
paſſionately eſpouſed , but | 
W* that they may- be divorcd 
| by a clear Conviction, fa- 
* vours of Integrity and an 
ZE honeſt Intention; and be 
| they only founded in ſome - 
| Superficial Ceremonies, they 
| are ſo much the more capa- 
ble of Redemption; but 
Error in InteleFu, an Error 
| 1n the Underſtanding, bick'd 
C with 


”F > _. WF aw” I» — id. i 
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with pertinacia in voluntate, 
ſtubbornneſs in the Will, is as 
inconſiſtent with all Religion, 
as It 15 with Reaſon. 


He, 
as__ 


In, 


W——_—z= 
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Le 


lof GOVERNMENT: 


| He World would no © 
BK more be able to ex- 


1k without Govern- 


ment, than 1t was at firſt 
| poſſible to have been |Crea- 


ted: without a God 3 and this 
is evident, from the loſs of 


} Paradiſe; fince by Adam's 
8 Forfeiture, all his Poſterity 
{ have cver ſince been depri- 
{ ved of Self-Dominion, and 
{ driven by Nature and Ne- 
}f | 
q | what Sin had difrob'd them 
| of. 


ceſlity, to ſupply by Art, 


"C2 What 
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What the State of the 
World would have been, had 
not Adam (inn'd, God Al 
mighty knows; but now 
fure I am, that man is not 
able to Rule himſelf ; and cis| 
ſufficient that his Ecernal Hap. 
pineſs is Redeemed, without 
that of Power and Dominion, 
which he at firſt was Created 
capable. of Exercifting overſ 
himſelf. OT: i 
The inanimate World o'er 
the whole Face of the Uni- 
verſe, byits contina'd Regu-} 
Jarities demonſtrates the Di-| 
rection of that Providential 
Power which at firſt gave it 
Being, and is as ſtrong a Proof | 
of a grand Diſpoſal, as of a 
Divine Original. Man only 
was ſo nobly- Endowed and | 


- ſince it was his own Forfeiture | 
and | 
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and Loſs, was left ro himſelf 
alone for help, to make his 
Horry Repairs of that State 
be had wilfully deſtroy'd, 
Thus ( that after thought 
notyof the Creator of all things, 
Band Reſult of mature De- 
*P-Bliberation ) Man declin'd in 
utythe Government of himſelf, 
Band Nature and Neceflity, | 
Ed as I ſaid before, directed him. 
"If to the contrivance of Laws 
and Government, 1n imitati- 
Yon of that he Originally had 
"Rover himſelf; and the more 
1-F Supreme one of the Almigh- 
1-| ty over the Univerſe. 

al The World, at our Savi- 
It F our's coming, was by various: 
of Þ | Methods, exercis'd in this new 
0 Invention; and it being con- 
y tributary to the Promotion of 


C 3 the ' 


i | - 7 
: 
* © 


w | Religion, it paſsd tie * Teſt of * Rom: Th 


zi * 
EX 


the Goſpel, and ' commenc'd 
Sacred 3 and from hence the 
Violation of ſuch as are not 


Injurious to the Chriſtian Re. ] 


ligion, is ſo far undiſputably 
Impious, as the well-bein 

of reſpeFtive Places, the 
Peace and . Tranquillity of 


Men, the-Promotion of Pie- | 
ty and Virtue, and the due | 


diſcharge of Mens refpeQtive 
Duties, are Sacred, 

All the Species of Govern- 
ments the World affords, aim 


to concenter all in this Point, 


viz, Governing well. Yet 
every reſpetive One, would 
challenge the Superlative De- 
gree ns the reſtz and be 
eſteem'd the beſt-z and fo 
far it muſt be allow'd to 


_ each, as the Circumſtances of 


different Places occaſion it 
to 


50.» The Rule of Behaviour,” | 


| 


dj} to be ſo; for where - Time 

he} has fix'd her Standard, and - 
ot | wrought a Settlement; and 

e | the Current of Afﬀairs glide 

ly | ſmoothly in that Eſtabliſh'd 

& | Channel, an Alteration ſeems 

ef of as pernicious CVonſe- 

f | quence, as Temperance would 

- | be to him, who has been In- 

e | temperate all his Life. 

2 | © But yet, upon Impartial 
Examination of all the forts 

of Governments, without. the 
Teleſcope of a Politician, or 

the Tongue of a Flatterer, an 

eaſie Judgment may diſtinguiſh 
Monarchy, to be among the 
Stars of Government of the 
Firſt Magnitude, and to chal- 
lenge to it ſelfa Primary Digni- 
tf ty; thoughtoſome Eyes, asthe 
Sun does through ſome Glaſ- 
ſes, it appears of a rough: $u- 
perficies, and craggy Circum- 
4 Hterence. 
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ference, But to draw an In- 
ference from the Abuſes of 
ſuch compleat Models, which 
owe their Birth to the ex- 
travagant and boundleſs Am- 
bition of Men, would be ve. 
ry unjuſt; and to Condemn 
its inherent Worth, from the 
poſiibility of acquird Cor- 
ruption, no leſs Indiſcretion. 

Its Native Luſtre is too 
great to be Eclips'd, and thoſe 
ſuggeſted. Deformities do re- 
flect no more diſcredit on it, 
than the reſemblance of an 
Ape to a Man, does his more 
Noble Figure z which per- | 
haps of all Creatures does 
molt reſ:mble him. 

But by how much Man 1s 
the more Glorious Creature, 


cs 


| « Geo. 3.26, for bearing the * Image of his 


Creator, by ſo much is that 
Govern- 


Government more preferrable 
to all others, which does re- 
ſemble the Supreme one of the 
World. 

But Common Experience 
tells us, that the Happineſs of 
People does not ſo much confiſt 
in the beſt Specifick Govern- | 
ment,as1n the beſt management 


of. either 3 and therefore 'tis a 


very Natural Conclufion, 


 Th:# this which ſo much Re- 


commends it ſelf, ſhould an- 
{wer its own Import, and the 
Warld's Expectation, and 


| wherein that conſiſts, needs 


no Memorandum, except ve- 
ry bricfly, viz. In the mu- 
tual diſcharge of Daty be- 
tween King and People. Du- 
plex & reciprocum ligamen , 


quia ſicut ſubditis Regi tene- 


. tur 4d obedientiam, ita Rex 


C5 ſubs 
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ſubdito tenetur ad proteFionem, 
ſed 


——TIraFent fabrilia fabri. 


The' World -is not ignorant 
of both, but ſuch general 
Depoſitions as ſhall moſt apt- 
ly occur for the - Pablick 
Good, I ſhall comprehend in 
Two Heads, and lay down 
for Common Obſervations, -| 
- Bis. 


I. Of Mens Behaviour in 
the Miniſtry of "State. 


IT. Of Mens Behaviour as 
Subjects only. 


1. Of Mens Behaviour in , 
the Miniſtry of State. 


"PL 


1, 
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As it is a great Honour to 
be of the * Retinue of Maje- */ 
ſty, to be clad in Purple and 
fine Linen, and to fair ſumptu- 
ouſly every day ; ſo is it of as 
great Concern, to be the 
Truſtee of a Royal Employ, 


'to be big with Magiſterial 
| - Charge, -and to be the Diſpen- 
, ſer and Diſpoſer of ſuch Re- 


galia, The Employ, though 
attended with all that's ami- 
able and attractive, requires 


the greater Moderation in the 
_ uſe of them, and Diſcretion 


in the diſcharge of them, ſince 
they are beſtow d to Create in 
Men a Diligence and Integrt- 
ty ſuitable to ſuch Rewards; 
a Senſe of the great Conh- 
dence put in them, and are 
intended Motives, to (timu- 
late Mca to their Duties, even 
in 


——_ ——_" 
' 
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in Gratitude, and tempt them, 
as it were, tO the jaſt diſcharge 
of lo conſequential and weigh- 
ty Truſts. 

Theſe Honours and Ad- 
vantages, that are in the Gift 
of the Crown, - are properly 


© the Rewards of a juſt-and di- 


't Prov, 25.5. 


ſcreet . Behaviour, but too 
frequently are the Perquilites 
of a bad one. 

Hence flow thoſe Evils and 
Miſchiefs, which diſperſe them- 
ſelves throughout a. whole 
Nation, and by time, and Ac- - 
cumulation turn it 1nto a 
Chaos of Confuſion. To 


_ Complement and Flatter, to 


Promiſe and Deceive, to Ap- 
point and Diſappoint, in Mat- 
rers that require quick Dil- 
patch and faithful Execution, 


| ls not only ungenerous, but un- 


juſt 


i a. —'» 
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m, | juſttoo; and whoſoever does 
ze | ſo, not only does himſelf a 


"year diskindneſs, and his In- 
*feriours too 3 but like a Pe- 
- | ſtilential Diſtemper, dilates it 
c ſelf yet farther, and Fathers 
7 | his adopted Injuries upon his 
- | - Royal Maſter. For Common 
) | Obſervation tells us, that the 
Eyes of - the World are ſo 
_ Pore-blind, as to fix upon the - 
moſt vifible- Objects, and gla- 

zing Lights, and terminate 

their ſight of the miſcarria- 
. ges of Subordinate Servants, 
upon their more Eminent Ma- 
. ſters. 

Thus the Character an 1ll 
Miniſter Contracts, reflects as 
ſtrong a one, from the Eyes 
of the People upon their King, 
as the Sun does that of its own 
Image upon a Wa)), from the 
Superficics 
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b Superficies of a Looking- 
Glaſs; or elſe, as It were, 
through a Multiplying one, it 
repreſents the wilfal Choice of 
ſo ill a Servant 3 or the 1nju- 
dicious one at leaſt of fo unfit 
a Perſon : And from hence we 
may gather, that the Integrity 
or Diſcretion , of - the beſt 
meaning and wiſeſt of Prin- | 
ces, admits an Opportunity of 
Suſpicion, by.ſuch ill-employ'd 
Perſons, who make it their 
daily bufines, to meddle with 
what is above their reach, and 
to magnifie the leaſt falſe ſtep 
that is made, though he be as 
vigilant, as it Endow'd with 
the Eyes of Argosz and as 
active, as if accoutred with the 
Supernumerary Arms of - Bri- 
arens, 


The J 
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The Odium then of this 
Behaviour, the ungratetul, un- 
juſt, and pernicious Conſe- 
quence of it, methinks ſhould 
be as deteſtable, as a Bare- 
fac'd Aﬀeront, fince the Pe- 
nalty of that, ſeldom exceeds 


the Forfeiture of a Place and 


Favour; but the other is no 
leſs, than Kings, Countries, 
and .his own included Happi- 


[neſs to boot. 


This is it, - that makes it ſo 
difficult a Task, to maintain 
ones Ground in ſuch Emi- 
nent Stationsz Delight and 
Pleaſure 1s apt to overſhadow 
Virtue; and it is look'd upon 
as too mean an Accompliſh- 
ment for Honour, becauſe it 
may be purchasd without a 


. vaſt Expence. 


The 
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_ pardonable Folly, as extrava- 
gant Ambition) in the late 


of England in Weſtminſicr- 


The Follies of Shipwrack'd | 
Ambition are ſo numerous up- 
on Record, that there is not a 
days Diſcourſe,but affords ſome 
Inſtances, and yet men, though 
they Condemn them in Dil- 
courſe, make the ſame uſe of 
them 1n. their - Actions 5. like 
Phyſical Receipts, as often as 
Opportunity ſerves  _ 

Thus one (as guilty of un- 


| 


bad Times, made this more 
extravagant Wiſh, That he 
might fit as Lord Chancellour 


Hal! but one-day, and he 
would willingly ſuffer the Pe- 
yalty of ch his Head. the 
next ; for ſure it would have 
been but a ſorry Martyrdom : 
The Language of Actions too, 


has 
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as ſufficiently diſcoverd the 


Emiſcarriages of ambitious and 


haughty Spirits, which have 
ated their Parts on the Stage 
of this World, and ought to 
be eſteem'd like Marks at 


E Sea, which forewarn the Pj- - 


lot of ſome dangerous Paſ- 


# ſage, to the end that he may, 
# by his Caution and Conduct, 


carefully avoid it. 

There is no Employ of 
Publick Concern, but has e- 
nough Gratuities even in its 
proper dues; belides, the very 


Senſe and Apprehenfion that 


we are not born for our ſelves 
alone, is Argument enough 
to induce us to perform that 
Charge we are entruſted 
with, in the Sphere we move, 
with Fidelity and SatisfaQtion, 
and to think the Reputation 
O 


G1. 


| | * Gal. 6.9. of doing * well, the moſt 
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conſiderable Reward. 
Theſe are to Majeſty (to 
deſcend to Particulars) as the 
Judges are to the Law; who 
by doing their Duties, net- | 
ther wrong King nor Sub- | 
Jet, but preſerve the Happi- 
neſs of both entire, by ex- 
aft Fidelity, and ſage Diſ- 


cretion. 


A Publick Miniſter 1s like 
a skilful Pilot, entruſted with 
the greateſt Concerns of the 
Veſlel, and it ts much 1n his 


Power, to bring it ſafe into the 


Harbour, or Shipwrack it -at 
Sea 3 who, though inferiour 
in Place, yet has.ſo great an 
effe& of Power in this reſped, 
over his Superiors. # 

Thoſe then, who are thus 


immediately concern in theſe 
7 


of Greatneſs, and that of 
8 Happineſs to that of Good. 


fied, as their King ſery'd. 
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ſo conſiderable Matters, that 
are as Pilots to a Nation, by 
being cautious ones to them- F 
ſelves, and their own * De- *: Tim 6. 
fires, and from a faithful De- * | 
portment, may juſtly add 
the Title of Goodneſs to that 


neſs 3* for the King will be as 
well ſerv'd, as they gratified, 
and the People as well ſatis». 


_—” 4 : 
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Of Mens Behaviour as Sub- 
jects only. 


O be born to be Go- | 
vern'd, 1s ſo much the 
greater Happineſs, than to Go- 
vern,by how much it is eafier to 
be Govern'd than to Govern 3 
and to be Subject to the beſt. 
Government, and the beſt King 
the World affords, is to be 
ſo much more happier than 
the reſt of Mankind. 

Were the Happineſs of fach 
duely weigh'd and conlider'd, - 
Men would eſteem all their of- 
fers of Gratitude, no ade- 
quate Retribution, . to the 
Merits of thoſe, who bear the 
heavieſt Burden of common 


Concerns, upon their own 
Shoul- 


- 


| - Govern or 'be Govern'd. 
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Shoulders, and make their own 
Lives uneafie, to contribute 


Happineſs to other Mens; and 


weather thoſe Terrors Face to 


# Face, which the dreadful, 
; though diſtant Apprehenfions, 
j of, cauſe vulgar Spirits to 
| tremble at, and almoſt .ſuc-_ 
cumb under. 


The Indefatigable vigilante 


| of Royal Eyes, the Courage 


of undaunted Majeſty , the 


7 fafe Conduq of a Wiſe Mo- 
7 narch, and his unparallel}d 
| Sedulity in the Promotion of 


common Good, are ſuch 1n- 


ducements extraordinary to. 


eaſie Subjeion, that where 


all thefe concur, the weakeſt 
| Judgment has Strength e- 


nough to determine, which is 
the moſt eligible State,: to 


But 


& | 
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But the raſh cenſorious 
World, does vainly imagine, 
that Crowns- and Scepters do 
contain within their own Cir- 
cumference, the Perfection of 
Earthly Happineſs, and make 
as imprudent Conjequre from 
ſuch a Perſwaſton, that they 
are cheap purchasd at any 
rate whatſoever 3 ſince in 
their Eſteem, - they are as 
much Superior to {uch triflin 
Evyls, as the Meridian Sun 1s 
to the Arntipoder, But this 
needs little Confutation, fince 
the Error is ſo viſible, becauſe - 
the Pomp and Magnificence 
that attends ſuch a State, 1s 
much more viſible to the Eyes 
of the World, than the nu- 
merous Cares, that are moſt 
known. to themſelves, and 
Wiſdom locks up in their own 
Breaſts, | 
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Breaſts, for, without doubt, 
| the very weight of Diamonds 
» | and Pearls, is as uneaſfie as 
- | that of Inferiour Lead. 

I To be a Subject, then, is 
| 


ſufficient to be a happy Man, 
* but to aſpire higher, is the * Pro. »5: 
dire& Method never to be * 
ſo, fince Ambition .is as ends» - 
leſs as a Circle. + To ſeek af- + vrov.z5. 6, | 
ter Publick Employment, and * 
Court the Service of the Great, 
!s much the ſame thing, as to 
thirſt, and never be ſatish'd, 
or to meddle with edgd 
"Tools, and ſuch a Temper of 
Mind, as does totally unqualt- 
fie a man, for it. But, not to 
be acceflary to ones own Pre- 
ferment, any otherwiſe, than by 
tt diſcreet Behaviour, as 1t ar- 
| gues a peculiar Deſert, and 
| proper Qualification, in the 
| Perſon 
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Perſon that is imployd; fo 
| may it challenge to it ſelf, the 
FE: true Character of the beſt 
fl method of being worthily 
Great. 
| To be Signaliz d for a Quiet 
| and  Well-aftefted peaceable 
_ Subject, 1s the moſt proper 
Recommendation of a man, 
| | to the Service of his Prince; 
[ for he that knows not how to 
Tt _ _ pay Allegiance 1n an Inferiour 
7 State, will ſcarce know how to 
ad improve it when ady 1cd 
"If | higher. Emulation 1s com-|. 
- _  mendablein good Actions, but | 
[f it commonly turns to Envy, 1n 
Matters of Temporal Frofit 
and Advantage, though it- 1s| 
an Argument of a very bad 
Subject, and an 111 Chriſtian 
too, to diſorder a man's 


{elf, at anothers Promotion. 
'Tis: 
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"Tis as inconſiſtent with the G5: 2r- 


Rules of Religion, as Diſcre- 
tion, to envy another man's 
Happineſs 3 and from thence 
to draw too good an Opi- 
nion of our ſelves, 1s to be 
oftner in the Wrong than in 
the Right. 

From ſuch a Temper of 
Mind, proceed all the Mul- 
chiefs, which that little Re- 


 bellious Member, the Tongue, Pal. 52. x; 


can diſperſe throughout a 


Nation; which though it 
does 'not amount' to an O- 


vert AQ, yet argues an Il 
Will and Intention 5 which 
waits but for an Opportuni- 
ty of being the Fore-runner 
of ſome greater miſchief. 
Such Perſons may not 1m- 
roperly be careſsd with the 
ords of Creſus to Solon, 
D "Evpgi« 


7 © 
Ltcian's Dia- 
logue. 
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Fuphuu w Ab pPWTE »\ Good | 
Words, O _ though, 1 
confeſs, they generally, like 
ſpitting againſt - an, , high 
Wind, return in &,; man's 
own Face. 

'Tis the Capacity, as well 
as. Intereſt of every. Subjec, 
to be quiet andeaſie, though 
it. is beyond the Power. of | 
Reaſon to Reconcile all 
men's Opinions to. one, wp 


much as it is beyond that of 


Rom. 2. 1. 


Phylick, to reduce their ya- 


rious Tempers mto one. Uni- 
verſal Conſticution; - but eve- 
ry man is ſo far Maſter of | 
himſelf, as ro be Happy, if | 
he pleats. | 
' Men ſhould not Judge | 
of General Things by :Par- 
ticulars; nor be willinger to 
make - an ill Conſtruction, 
than ]. 
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\ than a good . one, but ſhould 


make a true Eſtimate of 
things, without Prejudice or 
Partiality 3 and then the Re- 
ſult of it will be, that all they 
can do for their King and 
Country, 1s in effc&, but for 
their own Good; and like 
Charity, redounds upon their 
own Heads. Men then would 


71 


not be laviſh to lay Wagers, 


and  penurious to pay Tax- 
es 3 neither would they invent 
Policies to: retract their Con- 
tributions with Intereſt 3 nor 


would © they, inſtead of 
Praying for Succeſs againſt 


the Common Enemy, Bett 
bigh againſt it. 
They would not be - An- 


gry at the Methods of God 


Almighty's Providence , be- 
Cauſe his Infinite Wiſdom 
D 2 does 


Prov. $. 85s. 


te en, i eee nt En 
q 


ll 52 The Rule of Behaviour. 
does not exactly concur with | 
the Meaſures of their Finite 


[EA arora > oo TC EET TRE Abt 


Lnderſtandingy. 

Let the World rub then ne- 
ver ſo much againſt the 
Grain, no immediate Con- 
cerns require ſuch capricious 


_ Perſons to ſtand in its way; 


Providence places them re- 
mote, and if they be the Au- 
thors of their own uneaſi- 


nefs, they may thank them- 


{elves for it. 
They forget that this is 


- the Teſt of their * Patience, 


++Mecknels and*Charity,whoſe 
Rule it is to ſuffer without 
reaCtion 3 and make that the 
occaſion of {inning, which to 


them would be a proper Me- 


thod of Religion, 


In 
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i | In ſhort, were there no 
| more in it than a Temporal 
f- Good, Who would make 
| himſelf diſcontented, when he 
| may chooſe not to be ſo? 
Diſcretion directs Men to 
make ſome Utſe of the greateſt 
Abuſes; and Philoſophy tells 
us, That Poylons contain 

| their own - Antidotes; ſo 
that they have the Remedy, 

| even in their affe&ed Grie- 


Vance, 


To Conclude, Tis a folly 
to loſe ſo much of a Man's 
Life, of his Employ, of his 
better Thoughts, in accumu- 
| lating his own diſquiet, when 
medling with nothing, but his 
proper concerns, and limiting 
his Active Brain within the 
Circumference of: his own 
D: 3 Affairs 


CEE 


"The Rule of Behaviour. 


Afﬀairs, will make him, not | 
only a Good Subje&t, but 
a Happy Man; his Nation} 


fourith, and his King as Hap- } 
py as his People. 


n_ 
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of COUNTRIES. 


| WAHe Natives of Civi- 
k liz'd - Countries, are. 


- generally, by the Laws 
and Conſtitutions of them, 
more- carefully provided for, 
than thoſe ubiquitary-Inhabi- 
tants, and Strangers, who, 
for Curiofity or Profit, par- 
take of their common Bene- 
fits; and herein the Prudence 
of our Fore-Fathers 1s yet. 
freſh 1in'our Memories, ſince 


| they, by the Pattern and 


Oeconomy of Families, moul- 
ded that great Conſtitution, 
| D 4 Or 
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or Family of a Kingdom. 
Inſtead of Paterfamilias, 
they found out a Pater Pa- 
triz; and for the Defe&t: of 
a Natural Mother, to have 
her ſhare in the Juriſdiction 
over us, they found outt 
a Mother -in- Law. 775, 
Thus being an home Inſtance, 
'tis manifeſt there's no defect 
in the diſcharge of, Duty on 
the Parents (ide, to compleat 
a Happy Family z and how 
far the filial is defective 3 eve- 
Ty Native of Exmgland i as 
conſcious as my ſclt. | 
Methinks Providence be- 
friended me, when it calcula- 
ted my Nativity, in fucha 
Country, as is moſt conform- 
able to my more mature Un- 
der(tanding. 


To 
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To: be born in a Climate 
ſo- Temperate, as neither 
to- be fcorchd by too near 
a. Correſpondence with the 
Sun-beams 3 nor. chill d + and 
benumb'd, through their too 
remote diſtance, are fſach 
endearing Diſpofitions of 
Providence, that deſerve the 
moſt grateful Acknowledg- 
ment. To be walld in with 
the Sea, and Pallifado'd by 
Neptune round about, from 
the ravage ' of extravagant 
Neighbours, is ſach a Natural: 
Fortification, that Humane 
Underſtanding can no more 
ſufficiently applaud than make. 
But beſides thefe Blefitngs of 
Stcnarion, to po a Step higher, 
to be 'borr>-within the Pale of 
the Chriſtian Church,and more 
particularly under the Tem- 


D 5 perate 
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perate Zone of Religion 
(lince in the Geography of 
Religions, the \''Torrid. one 
lies not under the Aquator, 
but the Poles) is a much grea- 
ter; Inſtance yet of the fa- 


- vour of Providence, to be E- 


ducated inthe Golden Mean, 
and as the Poet fays. 


in ambas, 


And where the Temporal as 


well as Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 


- ment,, does ſympathize in 


happy Circumſtances, is a 
T2reater Accumulation of thoſe 
Native Benefits. 

To be born then, does not 
only admit a Man into the 


World; but 1s a particular 


Matriculation into the Family 


of 


—— Partes ubs ſe wia findit 
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of ſome Kingdom or Coun- 
try, and ſtamps its Name. and 
Chara&er itoo,i'-upon 'him, 

which- hike that of Baptiſm, is 


| 1adelible. 
The World: proceeds too 


ſeverely generally, in its Cha- 


| raters and' Cenſures of. Men, 
| and the Places of their Na- 
tivity; and ralhly aſcribes to 


every particular Perſon, that 
ill. Character. his Country 


bears, as though It came Into 
| the World with him, where 
he firſt breath'd, like that of 


Original Sins and as I rtiss, 


fo is it generaliy ſaid, Convix- 


tiis Nemo ſine naſe itur. Bar- 
barous Countrics (it's thought) 
oive their Natives fuch a Fin» 


ture of Barbarity, that no- 
Education, or Artificial Im-- 


provciment, can ever totally 
WIP& 
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wipe off; and men imagine it 
an improper. Sol to bear 


Flowers, that is naturally a; 


Waſt, and where Thiltles 

and Weeds have had a long 

and uninterrupted encreaſe. 
But the miſtake 1s too e- 


vident, to need a Proof, ſince 


there are Perſons of all Coun- 


tries, and the moſt Polite and 
Civilizzd too, who even, with 


all the Advantages of Natu- 
ral and Artificial Cultivation 
to boot, may not wrongfal- 


iy bear the Appellation of 
| Weeds, ſince they diſgrace the 


Soil they grow in. The for« 
mer have this real Advantage, 
that they ſeldom a& below 
their Characer ; and the lat- 
ter this Diſadvantage, that 
they ſeldom act to it. 


But 
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But Emgland has: been car- 
ried upon the Wings of Fame, 


| through the known World; 


It has been ever Eminent for. 
a fine Country, a fine Govern- 


{ ment, and Heroick People; 
and it: had better never have 
| been Famous, than decline 


from its. Primitive Worth. 


If there be a Tincure then, 


or Spark of Native Honour 
| alive, that gave occaſion to 


this aged Character, *tis. un- 
pardonably mean to loſe it, 
or to be beholding to the flat- - 
tering World to Complement 
us with-it ; when we are con- 


 ſcious to 'our ſelves, that 1 ti 
| quite extinct. 


'Tis baſe and unbecoming. 
the Sons of Worthies, to ex- 
tinguiſh the Lamp of Honour 
with their own Fingers 3 or 
to 
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to:deface the Monuments of 
their. Fore-Fathers, withj their | 
own: Sacrilegious and - Diſre- /| 
ſpedtial Hands, - 0 +4 1 
- One would think: thaw 
needed no Argument to di- 
{wade from this, when it 1s ſo: 
plains the: Glory/'/and! Con- 
cern of every. Individual Per- 
ſon, to preſerve the Honour 
| of his Family, and add theen- 

creale of his own too, that - 
he may leave behind tim a 

Monument more durable 

than Braſs, or the /Egyptian 

| Pyramids, 


a weQei wid 


Que nec venture ho Je! | 

ns | 
| Luſtra, nec ignota rapiet aw | 
wnbe vetuſtas. 
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To this End, 1t will not be 


ir} jmproper, to make ſome brief 
'| Remarks,. for the. Reader's 
: | Obſervation, which I ſhall 


compretiend under theſe Two 
Heads. 5 


E. Mens Behaviour in reſpect 


of Forreign Countries. 


H. At Home. 


$3 
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1. Of Mens Behaviour ine: 
ſpebt of Forreign Countries. 


He Occaſions of Mens 
leaving © ther Native 
Countries, are as various as 
their reſpefive Concerns are. 
Accompliſhment, 'Fraffick, Na- 
tional Buſineſs, and the like, 
Wo are ſufficient for Inſtance. © 
8 But, upon whatſoever Ac- 
| count it be, this common 
lll | Experience tells us, that a 
Wu ! Stranger is, |. reſpect of his 
Country, as Man in general 
15 1n reſpe&t of the World, 
viz, A Microcoſm, or ſmall 
Model, and comprehenſive E- 
pitome of a valt Body. And, 
as I before oblerv'd, rhat the 
World 
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orld infers to Particulars 


—Fom Unverſals, fo likewiſe 


Fe+ 


's 


Kdoes it to Uaniverſals from 


Particulars, and aſcribes what- 
ſoever ul] thing a Stranger be 
Guilty of, to the diſcredit of 
his Country 3. by which, bath 
a Scandals contracted to him- 
ſelf, and his Fellow Country- 
Men to-boot. Nay, the ve- 


[ry Vices that were firſt 
> | broachd+ there, if lodg'd'\ina 


Stranger, diſown their Native 
Soil, in the Opinions of. thoſe | 


| who are aſham'd to own:them, 


and - willing to be rid of 
them. 

/, To. be duely qualifi'd there-. 
fore to leave a mans own. 
Country, he ought to be as 
well prepard, as though be 
were to leave all 3 he ought 
to be well ſeaſon'd and for- 
tif'd, 


>. 


| 
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tited, with wholſom Princi- 
ples of Morality and Religt- 
on, and of a Behaviour, that} 
will bear the Scrutiny of all fi 
the World, which are moſt fc 
buſie about new Obje&s. He |l 
ſhould be ſure to. export with [x 
him, all'that his Country af- 
fords of. Credit and Reputa- || 
tion, as. Letters of fafe' Con- 
dud; but tave fat which is | 


hind'him, to be buried in ob- 
ſcurity. + Virtue - and good: 
Manners 3 -hke Money given-to' 
ſupport a Forreign Wargreturns 
at laſt home in Triumph; and* 
with victorious: cEfteds and 
Trophies, leads all the various - 
Femptations, and” Indulgence 
of Vice in Chains of Cap- 
tivity, | | 


. 


ht Vice 
= 
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ci-f Vice is too frequently an | 
gr-foccafion of viſiting - remote 

at Parts; though it be 'like the F 
all fowling of a Snow-ball;* to its 

olt Jown encreafe-z but without 

Te [Diſpute Virtue, is the moſt 

th jproper Qualification, | 

f- | Parents think to rid their 

a- [Children of it, by fetiding it 

for a while to ſeck its Fortune; 

| whereas, like the Jews, it has 
correſpondents in all Parts of 

the World ; . and when it re- 

turns home again, - it comes, 

like an Ague, that has ſuffered 

ſome repulſe from an ill Prepa- 

| ration of the Jeſuits-Bark, with 

an addition of freſh» vigour 
-Jand-force,' | Let therefore the 
curious' Perſon-3- that feeks ac- 
compliſhment from foreign 

Aid; be Maſter of thoſe at 

home firſt ; Let him be able 
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to give a compleat and fatis- 
factory Anſwer to chat ſhrewd 
 Queſtton * Quo vadis? and 
with ſuch Qualifications, he 
may dfatisfie his Curiolity, | 
without the hazard of his: Virs | v 
eve. Beſides, 'tis a common 
Obſervation, that. Exglanrd 
is as great a Rarety abroad, 
as more remote Places, | 
appear toit at home, And | 

it has been the diſgrace 

_ of ſome Travellers in foreign 

' Countries, that they could | 

nat give. a tolerable account | i 
of their own, What an ab- 
ſard thing is it for an Engliſh 
man, to vilit Mecca, and-not 
be able to give a Deſcription, 
of Stonehenge, or to viſit, Ley- 
den, before Oxford or Cam» 
bridge ? 


But 


Ge 
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But to come to'occaſtons of 
Neceſfity and Publick 7*con- 
cern, and to Inſtance 'in'the 
Soldier, who ts ſent abroad 
to take his Chance for a Ser- 
viceable Life, or an Honour 


| able Death : and what has been 


already premis'd to qualifie for 
accompliſhment, 1s as proper- 
ly applicable in this cafe;z if 
not more 3 'ſince there is not 
the equal hazard of Life, in 
one and the other. Let ſuch 


an one know, that his Service 


is but indifferent, if he returns 
with the Trophies of Vifto- 
ry, as Eminent 'in Vice and 


Debanchery, as Valour, and 


ſcatter his own, where he took 
up thoſe. 


Holineſs fo the Lord, Is A Zach. 14-20, 


Motto, to be engraven upon 


the Horſes Bridle, though - 
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Gallant Soldier. 


«au » 


be a ' War.like Creature, 
There 1s ſuch an affinity be- 
tween . Valour and Virtue, 
that the. Latins expreſs both 
by the ſame Word, Virtue : : lo 
Horace ſays, 


wm © 


V ortus repulſez neſcia ſordide, 
incontaminatis fulget , honori- 


bus, &Cc. 
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A virtuous Valour, 1s as be- 
coming a Man' of War, as a 
ood Cauſe to. fight for ; 3, and 
oth muſt needs. compleat! a 


Such as theſe were they, who þ 
contrafted immortal, Chara- 
Gers to themſelves and their 
Poſtetity 3 and Chriſten'd e- | 
very Native of England, by 
the. Name of a. Courageous 
and Valiant Man. 

E Theſe 
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Theſe. Trophiss,., in .Coats ' | 
of Arms, every Son of an, Exg- 
liſh Worthy, boaſts, whoſe An- 
ceſtors Deſerts challeng'd ſuch 
GC Honourable Diſtin&ions, from 
more yulgar Spirits 3, and ſet 
as great. a Value upon their 
- | Stock; from which they de- 
"| feend.as the Seven; Citics did, 
| ,upon, the Nativity. of the blind we. 
oEL, C iii eds 6s th 
| But the men. of this Age, 
a | can find. no. Charm in theſe 


ks +%% 


a Voyage, and not worth the 
| Tranſportation. . hh 
| The Truth is, were Traf- 
fick, War, Curiofity, and all 
the Occaſions of Travel what- 
loever), 
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= ſoever, made uſe of as advan- 
tageouſly as it might be 5 the 
Improvement of ſome Eſtates, 
wad the deſtruftionof others, 
would not be the only Effects 
of itz but the Improvement 
of our own (and much worſe) 
Manners, Religion, and Vir-ſ| 
tue, would bear a ſhare in its 
Conſequences, But of whom 
- may-it not be ſaid ? | 


The avidus mullo cynuland; 
fine beatus 
| Querit oper, opibus queſitis 


neſcins uti, 
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2. Of Men's Behaviour - 
FHlome, in-reſpe&t of their 
Native Countries. | 


O have regard and a 
good Inclination to pro- 
mote the Good of a man's 
Country, is the pooreft Grati- 
tude,and leaſt Symptom of Du- 
23] ty a Native can repay, for the 
Benefits he continually. re- - 
* - thereby 3 and it is but 
that a man ſhould con- * 
oi all he _ to the ſup- P 
or of that, which contri- 
utes all it can to the ſupport ms * 
of him. St 


The Heavens and Earth | 
we find punQual in- the dil ©." } 
E ae "<< | 


. 
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| charge of the Decrees of 
their Creator z and Summer 
apo Winter, Spring and Au- | 
efſhn, viſit us fucceffively | 
in their proper Seaſons: And | « 
ſhall the Husband-man with- 
hold his Labour, when the 
fruitful Glebe is faithful in 
its Product ? 


ture fertilizeth the Field ; 
and nurſeth up the Infant- | : 
Seed, when the Sower | * 
:- throws it into. her Boſom 2 | li 
| 3 Cer, 3:6, Shall Paul refuſe to Plant, P 
”,  Apollos to Water, when God 
1s ready to give the Encreaſe? 
| = Surely not, ſince thus we || * 
| I may track the Foot-ſteps of || *« 
ud an univerſal Intereſt, through th 
i all -the Labyrinths of \Na- E 
ture, and read her Laws, 
| | _ written 


t 
f 
Is it not enough that Na- | © 
\ 
\ 
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written. on her Breaſt, ex | 
horting us to 'a ſuitable imi- 

| tations and to conſpire one 
with another, the harmonſ- 
ous Good of all. 


If . we -refle&t: back upon 
Times paſt, we ſhall find 
the Heathens themſelves-- en+ 
flam'd with the Reputation 
of | \uch Behaviour; amongſt 
whom: there was no greater 
Mark of an Hero, than the 
true Promotion of the Pub- 
lick-- Intereſt, even at the ex- 
pence of Life it ſel + 


Thus we find an Empe- <4. 
ror ſubmitting / to a degene+- 
rous Death, to divert a Storgg 
that -was gathering: upoa his- 
Empires and a- Gallant Ge- 
| neral ſo touch'd with Pub- 

40 E 2 lick 
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lick Misfortunes, and diſcon- 
late at them, that he would 


Not ſurvive his Conquer'd 


Soldiers. | 


Nor does this Senſe. of 
Honour, in many Cates, diſ- 
agree with the Rules of 
Chriſtianity , but is highly 


conſiſtent with it, though 


the World is apt to 'con- 
found them together,  .and 
make no diſtinftion between 
an Honourable Ac, and that 


which is in it. {elf Diſho-j 


nourable, 


So do they (for Inſtance) 


who eſteem it: a loſs of Re-| 


putation, to put up the {light- 
eſt Afﬀeront, and a breach, of 
Honour, to keep the Laws 
of Heaven and their Coun- 


.- try, 


bw bheaf A. an tf A eh % won eh On 
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try. Yet is a Roman Spt- 
rit- (as far as the Promotion 
of Common Good and Re- 
ligion concurr) a. Pattern 
worthy of imitation, in 
whoſe Actions the eftcfts of 
Generoſity and a Publick 
Heart, .1s- abundantly le- 
gible. 

There 18 not a Day ſpent, 
but affords fome Opportuni- 
ry of putting this Law of 
Nature and Reafon in Exe- 


cution 3 nor-1s the Condi- 


tion of any Perſon (be his 
Circumſtances what they 


will) totally inferiour to this 


Capacity, ſince the Pradtice 
of common Honeſty, is an 
Exemplary Virtue, that de- 
ſerves a better Appellation, 
than a private Intereſt. 
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The moſt Tnferiour Per- 
ſon in a Kingdom, may poſ- 
hbly challenge: ( without an 
abſurdity )- the Character of 
the beſt, and the true worth | 
of men, does not receive its 
Denomiation irom their | 


Quality. 


Even. Pariſt-Offices, are 
Dignitics in this reſpect, fince 
he merits the Character of 
Honeſty, who diſchargeth 
fuch Petit Truſts faithfully, | 
as much as the greateſt Mi- | 
niſter of State, who 1s re- 
warded proportionably, and 
diſchargeth his Duty faith- 
fully z who by all the-Ae- 
camulation of acquir'd Titles, 
cannot exceed-that Hluftrious 
One of an Horeſt May. 


The 
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The Neceſhlity of this Du- 
ty, one would think, needs 
not to be enforc'd ; but that 
Mens Proceedings and Un- 
derſtandings are at preſent fo 
contradictory. 


Self-Intereſt miſ-underſtood 
floats upon Mens AGtions, as 
Oll does upon Water 3 which 


though they endeavour ne- 


ver ſo much to Incorporate, 
will be Superiour, and moſt 
obvious to diſcerning Eyes, 


Men affe& a ſort of Civil- 
Hoſtility, though they call 3t 
Peace 3 they do not pretend 
to Plunder and Pillage, yet 
take all Opportunities of do- 
ing it decently under ano- 
ther Name, and are cyligcnt 
E 4 tO 
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to: impoſe 'upon one another, | 


| 


whenſoever occalion ſerves. 


_. The Myſtery of Arts and 


Sciences 15 become that of | 


Cozening, and it is too fre- 


quently the Efic&s of a te- 


dious Apprenticelhtitp. 


But to proceed farther : As 
the Promotion of the -Com- 
mcn Intereſt is interwoven 
with common Attions, ſo al- 
fo ' is Its dependance very 
ercat upon ſome. Concerns 


+6 ny , 3 by 
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Of Our Country require us to 


-medle with. There are {ome 


Truſts of great Importance, 
which are. placed in the Pegs 


files Diſpoſition, ( among. 


whom there are but few un- 
conceind ) whole diſhke or 


appto- 
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| approbation if judiciouſly and 
| diſcreetly - grounded, is high- 
ly contributary and fervice- 
able to the. Pablick Good. 
- Private Intereſt, and a Col- 
lateral Advantage, ſhould not 
byaſs that Judgment and up- 
right dealing, which is requi- 
red for another Purpoſe. Thus 
to ſee the Tenant ſtickle for 
his more ignorant Landlord 3 
the Mercenary Servant for his 
indulgent Maſter; a drunken 
Clerk for as. bad a Parſon, 
or the like, (in other Caſes, 
where there is (ſuch a Rela- 
tive Intereſt ) are good 
Grounds for a Conjecture 
| of no- fair delign, fince 
there is a Privity of Obliga- 
tion, which ſowres the -reliſh 
| of a downright honeſt mean- 
_ | 
E 5 When 
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When Truſts of this Na- 
ture are once committed, the 
Truſtees of ſo great a Charge, 
are no leſs obligd 1n Con- 
ſcience, to manage them well; 
than they are jn Honour to 
{upport. them - with the ac- 
_cultom'd Grandure and Mag- 
niticence, Men ought to be 
as careful in the diſcharge of 
them, as others ought to be 
in impoting- them 3: and are 
to act like | Conſcientious . 
Guardians, for- the good of 
their Ward. ?Tis juſt to 
prefer the diſpatch of Pub. 
lick Concerns, before the 
_ Complement of any Particu- 
lar one, and diſcharge the 
weightieſt Matters with the 
greateſt diligence and' ecleri- 
ty, by the meaſures: of that 
Goldea Rule, of doing as 
they 
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they would be done by 5 for 
the Abuſes of - this Nature, 
are .fuch indelible Marks of 
Infamy, that their Impreſſion 
1s ſcarce ever to be wipd off; 

and not undeſervedly do they 
retain the Reproaches. of ſo 
ill Behaviour, who deface a 
well grounded Opinion of 
their Perſons , by - voluntary 
Miſcarriages 3 fince, by how 
much the greater conhdence 
is put in a_reputed Friend, 

by ſo much the more baſe and 
ungenerous 1s it to be De- 

ceitfal. To be - too forward 
to embrace theſe, argues an 
Ambitious Temper, and a 
more- than ordinary Defign 3 


but to refrain 'em, when ac- | 


ceptance 1s ſuitable, ſavours 
of | a . Private Spirit and: a 
mean Sou]; for 'tis below 
| Gene- 


103 


44 TR The. Rule of Bebayionr. 


Generolity, not. to exert it 
ſelf upon ſeafonable offers; 
and-to diſtinguiſh when , us 
no ſmall Diſcretion, | 


To enumerate all the Ways 
and Methods of- being Service- 
able to the Publick, would be 
to number the Stars in the 
Firmament ;z and therefore to 


conclude, I ſhall only dif- | 


cover to the Reader, ſo many 
ways of promoting the Pub- 
Iick Intereſt, as there 15 of 
promoting that of one ano- 


ther, for the good of every 
- one. is the good of all. 


Differences and Diviſtons 


, n Temporal Matters, as well 


as Spiritual, are as pernicious 
to.the Publick, as the: pri- 
vate Intereſt of Men; , and 


by 


by Conſequence, Unity muft 
be the Preſervation of us all. 
So Divine are its Adyanta- 
ges, ſo Prevalent its Power 
and Force, that is the very 
Life, the Soul; the very 
Flame and Spirit, that acu- 
| ates and beautifies, and gives 
brickneſs to every thing. 
| Its Preſence is able to - make 
an Eliſiurs , its abſence, like 
that of the Sun, a Night's 
for baniſh Concord from this 
ſublunary World 3 and let 
true Friendſhip be. oftraciſm'd, 
and things muſt needs un- 
ravel into a-Chaos. Butlink'd 
together with - this Golden 
Chain, we need not fear the 
Attack of our Enemy, when 
United Ergland, like Greece 
of old, may turn the Edge 
of the Sword, in the _ 


The Ru of Behaviour. 65 | 


' 


F106 Th Qui of Behaviour. 


of the moſt Formidable | 


Xerxes. 


As Kingdoms and Coun- 
tries are made up of indi- 
vidual Perſons and Places, ſo 
are National Evils of parti- 
cular private ones 3 which 
like Fire, though at firſt 
but an Atom or Spark, yet 


 1n time dilates it. ſelf, fo 


far, that all the oppoſition 
of its contrary Element, -1s 
not able to extinguiſh, . what 


the tender Motion ' of the. 


Air, would have at firſt check'd 
and put out. 


He thea is beſt Serviceable 


| to his Country, who kindles 


none, but extinguiſhes all 


he meets with; for it is as 


common to . behold . ſuch 
Meteors 
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Meteors as theſe, in this more 
Inferiour Region of- the Air, 
we breath in, as it 1s thoſe 
the vulgar call falling Stars, 
in the more Sublime Atmo- 
ſphere; but the Similitude 
will not hold Parallel in all re- 
ſpecs, ſince the one's inoffen- 
five, hike a Lambent Flame, 
but the other a more groſs and 
devouring Fire. 


Felices ter & amplins 
£uos irrupta tenet copula, 
(ec malit p* 
Dzoulſus querimoniis, 
Suprema citins ſoluet amor 


(die. 
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Hus , Reader, have [ 

- Conducted thee to the 
End of thy fhort Journey, 
and have given thee a Taſte 
of thy Duty. to God, thy 
King, thy Neighbour and 
thy ſelf; fuch Parts of it, I 
mean, as we at preſent are 
the moſt defective in 3 though, 
I confeſs, the Title of this 
Book wou!d have become a 
larger Treatiſe, and a more 
accurate. one; - and - would 


have afforded me an Ocean of 


Matter to have lanch'd ' out 
ifhto, but that it was my Re- 
ſolution to conſult the Hu- 
mour 
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mour of the Age in the 
whole, howſoever difagree- 
able it is in Particulars 5 to 
Which there 1s nothing more 
irkſom and nauſeous, than a 
Treſpaſs upon Patience, let 
the Occaſion be what it will. 
There is no greater opiate 
than a Sermon above an' hour 
long; nay, even a beloved 
- Play, if it uſurps but one half 
Hour extraordinary upon ts 
Auditors, infallibly procures 
the Pocr's Condemnation. * 


The People of this Ape are 
oi {o {queamiih a Digeltion, 
that Writers muſt act hike 
Phvticians, who to oblige their 
humourſome Patients, fady to 
make their Medtcines Pala- 
table as well as who!ſome 3 and 
we find it to have been the 
Con- 
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f -  Contrivance 'and Expence off 
Chymiſts, to reduce the Vir-| - 
tuous Parts of things, almoſt 
into an Atome. So Travel-| & 
lers take a ſhort Survey of 

- of ſuch Curiofities as they meet 
with in their way, which they | 
cannot conveniently dwell 

upon, though they would 
bear a more exact Scrutiny; | V 

and I remember it an Old | Þ 
Theſis among School-Boys, | 5 

and as true an one among | © 

' 
Q 
4 


Men, viz. 


Omne tulit punGtum qui # miſc cu 
it wile dulci. 
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| He Meaſures of Chri- 
. ſtian Obedience, or, 
A Diſcourſe ſhewing 
what Obedience is indiſpen(a- 
bly neceſlary to a Regenerate 
State; and what Defefs are 
conſiſtent with it,- for the Pro- 
motion of Piety, and the Peace 
of Troubled 'Confciences. In 
49, Second Edition. 

An Help and Exhortation 
to worthy Communicating, 
or a Treatiſe deſcribing the 
Meaning, worthy Reception, 
Duty and Benchits of the Ho- 
ly Sacraments 5 and Anſiver- 
ing the Doubts of- Conſcience, 


and 


and other Reaſons which moſt 

* generally detain Men from it, 
-By Jobn Kettlewel/, Vicar of 
Cul in Warwickſhire. The | 

Second Edition, -10 129; ® 
The Practical Beltever.z ' or 

_the Articles of. the Apoſtles 
Creed, in Two Parts. 

-+All 3 by the fame Author. 


Spencer Rediviums, contamn- 
ing the Firſt Book of the Fai- 
ry Queen, Done in Heroick 
Verſe, By E. H. Eſq 

Mr. Drydez's Miſcellany Po- 
ems, Two Parts | 

. Mackbeth, a Tragedy. 

 Theedoſics, a Tragedy 3 
And all other ſorts of Plays, 
Fol. or 4%: 22 MN 6] © 


Likewiſe all orts of other 


Books neatly bound, Divini- | 


_ ty, Hiſtory or Romances 


